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Burbank, Illinois
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               Welcome to worship at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  Rev. Rhonda Kral will be leading us in worship today.  Welcome, Pastor Kral
For online participants

Pre-service Music-Bring this service folder and a lighted candle, to your place of worship. 
We will be sharing Communion today!   Please bring bread or a cracker/wine or juice so that we may all share in God’s gift together. 
Prelude 
Announcements
CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather together, in our homes and online, to worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
RESPONSIVE READING                      PSALM 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth

WORSHIP THE LORD WITH GLADNESS; 
COME INTO THE LORD’S PRESENCE WITH SINGING.

Know that the Lord is God.  It is the Lord that made us, 

     and we are the Lord’s;

WE ARE THE LORD’S PEOPLE, 
AND THE SHEEP OF THE LORD’S PASTURE.

Enter the Lord’s gates with thanksgiving, 

     and the Lord’s  courts with praise.

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, 
BLESS THE LORD’S NAME.

For the Lord is good; the Lord’s steadfast love endures     

     forever, and the Lord’s faithfulness is to all generations. 

OPENING HYMN

♫ We Praise You, O God 
We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator;  

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.  

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

With voices united our praises we offer 

And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.   

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.  

To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise! 

(LBW #241) Text:  Julia C. Cory  Tune:  A. Valerius, 
NederlandtschGedenckclanck, 1626 © - Public domain  
Confession and Forgiveness

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor.  We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger.   We have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.  Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure mercy and justice.   Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve those in need.  Amen.

God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for +Jesus’ sake and remembers them no more.  Lift up your heads and your hearts.  Yours is the kingdom of God.  Amen.

Peace
The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Please take a moment to share a wave, a nod or a sign of peace with those around you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE
♫ Praise And Thanksgiving 

Praise and thanksgiving, Father we offer

for all things living, created good;

Harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,

hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

Father, providing food for Your children,

by Your wise guiding teach us to share,

one with another, so that rejoicing

with us, all others may know Your care.

Then will your blessing reach every people,

freely confessing your gracious hand.

Where all obey you, no one will hunger;

in your love's sway you nourish the land.

(LBW #409) Text:  Albert F. Bayly  Tune:  Gaelic  © - Oxford University Press, 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-704616.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained

from One License with license #A-704616
Prayer of the Day                   



Let us pray,
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day.  By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen!

Word
________________________________________________________________________
A reading from Joel
Joel 2:21-27
The prophet Joel understood that a locust plague that ravaged the land of Judah was God’s judgment on the people, whom he then called to repentance.  Today’s reading points beyond the judgment to a time when God will bless the land and cause it to produce food in abundance. 

21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 22Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God
Psalm 126
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.

2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”

3The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.

4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.

5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.
( Children’s Message
Please stand
♫ Seek Ye First

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

And all these things shall be added unto you! 
 Al-le-lu, al-le-lu-ia!

WOV 783 Text: adapt. from Matt. By Karen Lafferty Music:  Karen Lafferty

© - 1972 Maranatha!  Music.

A reading from the 6th chapter of Matthew 

Matthew 6:25-33
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his disciples about the providence of God so that they would regard life with thanksgiving and trust rather than anxiety.
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated
Sermon
♫ Thanksgiving Presentation ♫

Adult Choir 
God Is So Good
God is so good; we’ve got to tell ev’rybody.

God is so good; sound it throughout all the earth!

God is so good; join in with all his creation.

God is so good; carry the news to the world.

The mountains and the seas roll with majesty.

The moon and stars reflect his deity.

Before the rocks cry out, let his people shout!

“He is worthy, he is worthy,” let us sing!
God is so good; we’ve got to tell ev’rybody.

God is so good; sound it throughout all the earth!

God is so good; join in with all his creation.

God is so good; carry the news to the world.

The world will never know how the Father loves them so,

If we don’t sing his praise and let it flow.

Before the rocks cry out, let his people shout!

“He is worthy, he is worthy,” let us sing!

Let us sing!

God is so good; we’ve got to tell ev’rybody.

God is so good; sound it throughout all the earth!

God is so good; join in with all his creation.

God is so good; carry the news to the world.

God is so good; carry the news to the world!

Words and Music by Gail Davis  Arranged by Jeff Lippencott From the Worship Today volume: Lord of all to Me  © 2000 by Gail Davis.  All rights reserved.   Used by permission.  Arr. © 2000 by CRI, Canton, OH
Please stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church let us confess our faith.

I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers
God whose giving knows no ending, you invite the whole world to your table of mercy.  Hear us as we pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need.
A brief silence

God, you give all people a place at the table.  Nurture and encourage campus ministries, new congregations, and workplace chaplaincies.  Support all parts of the church that meet people where they are and offer accompaniment through daily challenges and joys.  
God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

You give nourishment to the birds of the air and the lilies of the fields.  Sustain all creatures who rely on the earth for sustenance.  Water parched ground, dry flooded fields, temper heat waves and frosts, and give sunlight and shade.
God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, you give wisdom to your people.  Enlighten all leaders.  Inspire and guide our president, our governor, our local leaders, and all who represent us in our government.  Give them patience and perspective to choose wisely for our common good.
God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, you give nourishment to those who hunger.  Bring poverty and food insecurity to an end.  Give dignity and adequate employment to those who are unemployed and underemployed.  Sustain us all at your welcoming banquet of love and justice.  

God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, you give community to those who are lonely.  Be with our biological families, our chosen families, and our church family as we gather for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Send your compassionate presence to those who are lonely, those who are separated or estranged from their families, and those whose loved ones have died.

God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, you give a feast of endless thanksgiving.  We are grateful for the saints gathered at your table who have gone before us.  Unite us with them whenever we give thanks to you.

God, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, your welcome is wider than we can imagine.  Receive our prayers for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us.  Amen.
please be seated
Offering
At this time of year, we find ourselves focusing a lot on faithfulness. There is, of course, God's unwavering faithfulness to us. Then there is the faithfulness of those who have gone before us, people of faith who passed that faith onto us. We are especially grateful for those people who came before in this place called "Our Saviors", without whom we would not be sitting here, or watching, today.

As we soon begin a new church year, we are aware of the passage of time, and it is now our time to be faithful. The faith, and this church have now been entrusted to us, and it is our duty to pass them on to the next generation. Our offerings help ensure that Our Saviors will be here to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to the next generation and beyond. May it be our hearts greatest desire to be faithful, as others before us were. In the words of a popular song:

Oh, may all who come behind us find us faithful

May the fire of our devotion light their way

may the footprints that we leave

lead them to believe

and the lives we live

inspire them to obey

oh, may all who come behind us find us faithful

"Find us Faithful,” Jon Mohr

Meal
Let us pray:
Holy God,

The earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.  Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine and strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

The Lord be with you

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
    It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,


our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;


broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:


Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,


and gave it for all to drink, saying:


This cup is the new covenant in my blood,


shed for you and for all people for the 
          forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.

(Open your bread packet)
The body of Christ given for you.
(Open your wine cup)

The blood of Christ given for you.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in eternal life.  Amen.
Prayer
Let us pray.  

Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.  Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet.  Amen.

Sending
God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, +bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore.  Amen.  
♫ Now Thank We All Our God
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices;

Who, from our mother's arms, has blest us on our way

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,

The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

(LBW #534) Text:  Martin Rinkhart  Tune:  Johann Crüger  © - Public Domain
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
Postlude
________________________________________________________________________
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CHRISTMAS EVE 

AND CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
Friday, December 24TH - CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00PM AND 11:00PM
Holy Communion & Candlelight
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Saturday, December 25TH - CHRISTMAS DAY

11:00AM

Holy Communion
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